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'They are C'olman's best things.' Upon its bcin^ observed that it was believed these Odes were made by Cohnan and Lloyd jointly; • JOHNSON. ' Nay, Sir, how can two people make an Ode? Perhaps one made one of them, and one the other1.' I observed that two people had made a play, and quoted the anecdote of Beaumont and Fletcher, who wen; brought under suspicion of treason, because while concerting the plan of a tragedy when sitting together at a tavern, one of them was overheard saying to the other,' I'll kill the Kintf.1 JOHNSON*, 'The first of these Odes is the best: but they are both f,(ood. They exposed a very bad kind of writing.' HOSWKI.L. ' Surely, Sir, Mr. Mason's IU-frida is a fine I'oem : at least you will allow there are some good passages in it,' JOHNSON. 'There are now and then some j^ood imitations of Milton's bad manner.'
I often wondered at his low estimation of the writings of Gray and Mason. Of (Ir.ty's poetry I have in a former part; of this work* expressed my hi^li opinion; and for that of Mr. Mason I have ever entertained a warm admiration8. His Ktfriitrt is exquisite, both in poetical description and moral sentiment; and his Carcn'tai'us is a noble drama*.
' 'These f^/r-.v/ writes Oilman,' were a piece of hoys' phiy with my schoolfellow Lloyd, with whom they were written in concert.' //•. i. xi. In tin* ( H//«i'/n»v//' (»;///(*, i, 4871 they had also written in concert, 'Their humour and thHr talent-; wen* well adapted to what they had unth'rtuken; and Beaumont aunt Fletcher present what is probably the only parallel instance of literary co-operation so complete, that the portions written by the respective parties are undistiiu/.ui.shable.1 Scmthey's («>.v/r7', i. 47.                                         '4 Sec- stud', i, 4^,
* Hcwwell writing to Templr two day«» later, recalled tin- lime1 when you and I sat up all night at t'ambridK'* and read tJruy with a nobh* enthusiasm; when we lir^t used to read Mason's Mfrit fa, and when we talked of that elegant knot of worthies, Gray, Mason, Will pole, ^c.1 Letters of flt'Miv//, p. iBj.
4 ' I have heard Mr. Johnnon rehte how he used to Mil in WHW* coffee-house at Oxford, and turn M 'H ('-r-t'f-tt-x into rtditntlr. for the diversion of Imnnelf and of chance ctimem-in. "The /•'// t/it," says he,"was loo exquisitely pretty; I could muk« ru> fun out of that."' I'io/xi's ,1/ift. p. 37. I doubt whether Johnson used the word fun. which he describes in lib !h\fwH<trv us'a low cunt |slang) word/
Nord objected to it as being a designation inferiour to that of
